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Teacher’s Handbook:
Making informed
decisions about
migration
Lagos and Edo States, Nigeria, 2021

This document is a handbook designed to help teachers in Lagos and Edo states
to run awareness-raising sessions for students aged 13-18 about irregular
migration.
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Introduction
Project Overview
The Migrant Project
The Migrant Project runs a migration communications campaign in Lagos and Edo
states respectively. The overall objective of the campaign is to protect vulnerable
people from the harm and exploitation that are common on irregular migration
journeys. This is achieved by providing potential migrants in Nigeria with factual
and useful information and filling existing information gaps to enable Nigerians to
make informed decisions about whether irregular migration to Europe is a good
option for them.

The communication campaign in Nigeria deploys an integrated approach to drive
behaviour change for people considering risky migration, including the use of
in-person and remote consultations, events, educational outreach, and online and
social media.

Educational outreach
Prior research has shown that teachers are one of the major trusted sources of
information for migration decisions. By leading awareness-raising sessions, teachers
in Lagos and Edo states can help their students become better-informed about the
risks and realities of irregular migration, as well as the safer and legal alternatives. In
this way, they can help their students and their families make better-informed
decisions about their futures.

Awareness-Raising Session Overview
Objectives of the awareness-raising session
By the end of the training, students should:

● Understand the concept of irregular migration
● Understand the risks associated with irregular migration
● Understand that some safer, legal alternatives to irregular migration exist
● Make better-informed decisions about their future

How to use this manual
This manual is intended to be used by school teachers as a reference document
once full training has been given to them by The Migrant Project’s Educational
Outreach Officers. It will help teachers conduct awareness-raising sessions on
irregular migration in schools, sensitising their students about the risks and realities
of irregular migration.

Teachers should take time to familiarise themselves with all concepts and
vocabulary in the manual and make sure they understand the activities that have
been recommended for use. This will ensure that each session runs smoothly and
will optimise the students’ learning.

It is important that these sessions are not delivered to anyone below the age of 13 as
the contents are not considered suitable for younger audiences.
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Finally, this manual relies on the feedback and recommendations of teachers using
it to improve the training over time, based on observations while working with
course participants and their needs. This will be done providing feedback after the
training session.
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Irregular Migration Overview
Definition of terms
Asylum seeker: The status of a person who has fled from persecution or serious
harm in their country and is applying for international protection and refugee
status in another country. Although asylum seekers often arrive in a country
illegally, the Refugee Convention states that they must be given access to fair and
efficient asylum procedures and measures to ensure they live safely while their
claims are processed. If an asylum application is accepted, a person becomes a
refugee. Rejected asylum seekers are often ordered to leave the country and maybe
expelled in the same way as any other irregular migrant.

Refugee: A person whose asylum application has been successful and is allowed to
stay for a certain amount of time, because they have proved that they would face
persecution back home.

Subsidiary protection: Subsidiary protection is international protection for persons
seeking asylum who do not qualify as refugees. This may be granted when a
person’s asylum application is rejected, but it is recognised that serious harm can
come to them in their country of origin.

Irregular migrant: A person who has entered a country irregularly, does not have
the correct travel documents or a valid visa, and therefore lacks legal status in a
transit or host country.

Economic migrant: A person who voluntarily migrates to another country to
improve their quality of life. If an economic migrant arrives in a country irregularly
and without a valid work visa, they can be arrested and sent home.

Migrant: A term that covers all those who leave their country of origin, whether to
claim asylum out of fear of safety, to join family members and friends or to improve
their socio-economic conditions.

Unaccompanied minor: A child who is under 18 years of age and who is migrating
or has migrated to Europe without at least one adult who is responsible for their
care by law or custom.

Voluntary return: The assisted or independent return to the country of origin,
transit or another third country based on the free will of the returnee.

Forced return: The compulsory return of an individual to the country of origin,
transit or a third country on the basis of an administrative or judicial act.
Deportation and removals are forms of forced return.

Exploitation: The action or fact of treating someone unfairly in order to benefit
from their work.

Human smuggling: The facilitation, transportation, attempted transportation or
illegal entry of a person or persons across an international border, in violation of one
or more countries' laws, either clandestinely or through deception, such as the use
of fraudulent documents.

Human trafficking: The facilitation of the travel of a person with the intention of
exploiting them soon after.
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Risks of irregular migration among young Nigerians
Irregular migrants and human trafficking victims from Nigeria usually travel along
the same route, the Central Mediterranean Route (CMR), starting in northern
Nigeria, and going through Niger to Libya.1 From there, the irregular migrants then
take boats to Italy. Recent research with Nigerian migrants along this route found
that for 42 out of 66 Nigerians interviewed, the first major stop outside of Nigeria
was Agadez in Niger. A smaller group reported stopping in the town of Zinder in
Niger before reaching Agadez. People then stop in Sabha, in the Sahara in Libya.
From Sabha the route continues north to the Libyan ports of Sabratha or Tripoli.

Physical risks
Irregular migrants who travel along this route face a number of physical risks:

● Physical violence such as beatings from members of the local population or
the police;

● Physical violence, including sexual and gender-based violence, by smugglers;

● Acute hunger because they cannot afford food;

● Worsened health conditions because of extreme heat, physical exhaustion,
diseases and lack of hygiene and medical support;

● Forced labour under severe conditions to pay off debts or finance the next
leg of the journey;

● Falling victim to kidnapping and detention for ransom;

● Limited access to the healthcare and justice services that survivors of abuse
and exploitation need;

● Unwanted pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, rape and death.

These physical risks can happen at any point of the journey - in Niger, the Sahara
Desert, Libya, the Mediterranean Sea and even in Italy. However, in the later stages
of the journey, the vulnerability to these physical risks generally increases. Once a
migrant is in Libya, for example, they may have used up many of their financial
resources, making them more vulnerable to exploitation by smugglers.

Migrants who leave Nigeria willingly can often end up being trafficked against their
will. For example, smugglers sometimes force migrants to work or sell them to
other criminal gangs. They tell the migrants they need to “pay off their debts” as an
excuse to exploit them to make money.

Many irregular migrants also face a heightened risk of catching Covid-19 because
they are expected to share small and squashed living spaces with other migrants,
which lack proper ventilation.  When traveling on the journey, they are usually
overcrowded in the trucks or vehicles that will be transporting them to their
destinations. There is also a lack of access to proper sanitation facilities. This makes
the risk of infection with Covid-19 higher.

The Costs of the Journey
Many potential migrants have false assumptions about the costs of the journey.
Smugglers often say that the journey is cheap and promise jobs en route and in

1 Mixed Migration Centre, “MMC Europe 4mi Snapshot - September 2020: Protection risks along migration routes through North Africa to Italy.”
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/133_snapshot_EU_protection_risks.pdf

http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/133_snapshot_EU_protection_risks.pdf
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Europe. But there are often unexpected additional costs and smugglers extort more
money from migrants on the journey.

Nigerian irregular migrants consistently underestimate the cost of the journey.
Typically they estimate the cost at around USD 5,000, with some suggesting as little
as USD 1,000. However, the journey costs a lot more than this. In fact, some Nigerian
migrants have reported paying up to USD 24,000 to reach Europe. The journey
across the sea from Libya to Europe costs around USD 3,000 alone.

Beyond the travel costs, migrants often need money for food and accommodation
along the way, as well as to pay bribes and ransoms. Working legally while passing
through countries as an irregular migrant is usually not possible. When migrants
run out of money they often become stranded in transit points for long periods of
time and under harsh conditions. Because they have no money they can neither
move on nor return home. Many sleep on the streets or at bus stations in Agadez,
for example, and even if they find work, the income is often only enough to cover
basic necessities.

Nigerians who are considering leaving the country to travel to Europe irregularly
often believe they know the risks of the journey. However, research continues to
show that migrants who have travelled say that they in fact lacked a lot of
information on the safety and security along the route, and that they always
underestimate how dangerous the journey would be.

For example, recent research with migrants in Italy shows that “the safety and
security along the route (59%) and the conditions of the journey (55%) are
mentioned most frequently when asked what information would have been most
useful that they did not receive.”2 A 27-year-old Nigerian migrant told researchers:
“People don’t know how dangerous the journey is. Migrants are treated worse than
animals.”3 In fact, “70% would not migrate knowing what they know now.”4

Travelling through the Sahara Desert
The Sahara crossing is another critical and risky point of both the central and the
western irregular migration routes. The Sahara Desert is a huge ungoverned region,
and there are many criminal gangs and bandits who attack and kidnap migrants or
take their belongings.

The journey through the desert can take weeks. The terrain is difficult, and the
temperatures are very high during the day so cars can break down, leaving
migrants stranded in the desert. In this situation, or if cars get lost, migrants can die
of thirst, starvation and from the heat.

Reports of smugglers abandoning migrants in the middle of the desert are
common. Migrants are then left without water and food, and because many have
faced abuses by smugglers before, they are also often in severe medical distress.
The scale of deaths in the desert is likely vastly under-reported. As one official said:
"It is impossible to know how many migrants have died attempting to cross the
Sahara. Many bodies are buried during sandstorms, never to be found again."

4 Mixed Migration Centre, “MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – May 2020: Destination Europe – Migrants and refugees in Italy looking back at their
migration journey.” http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/103_snapshot_EU.pdf

3 Mixed Migration Centre, “MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – May 2020: Destination Europe – Migrants and refugees in Italy looking back at their
migration journey.” http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/103_snapshot_EU.pdf

2 Mixed Migration Centre, “MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – May 2020: Destination Europe – Migrants and refugees in Italy looking back at their
migration journey.” http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/103_snapshot_EU.pdf

http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/103_snapshot_EU.pdf
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/103_snapshot_EU.pdf
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/103_snapshot_EU.pdf
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Crossing the Mediterranean Sea
Nigerian irregular migrants have to cross the Mediterranean Sea to reach Europe.
This bottleneck creates a lot of risks for migrants:

● Waiting to find transport, many are stuck in Libya for long periods of time
often under terrible conditions; for example without appropriate shelter,
limited access to food and water, and at risk of physical violence or conditions
amounting to slavery.

● Because of a deal between the governments of Italy and Libya, when
irregular migrants are intercepted at sea they are returned to Libya where
they are put in detention centres.

● The crossing itself is extremely dangerous for migrants because smugglers
use boats which are not fit for the journey. The vessels are often in poor
conditions or simply not built for long stretches at sea. They are also usually
overcrowded which raises the risk of them sinking.

● Survivors of the frequent and often fatal shipwrecks are returned to Libyan
detention centres.

The Mediterranean Sea remains the most fatal migration route in the world. In 2020,
1,417 migrants died trying to cross the Mediterranean.

Child migrants are particularly vulnerable
The irregular migration journey is extremely dangerous for children. They are at risk
of physical violence, sexual abuse and exploitation at every stage of the journey.
Children who travel without a parent or guardian (unaccompanied minors) are
particularly vulnerable.

The physical challenges of the journey are also often more difficult for children to
withstand. In the last five years, more than 700 children, including babies, lost their
lives trying to reach European shores during perilous journeys by sea. Withstanding
hunger, thirst and physical exhaustion is also more challenging for children.

Nevertheless, they are rarely granted the protections they require on the journey. In
2019, some 780 children were stranded on rescue vessels, often for more than a
week in poor weather conditions and deteriorating health, running out of water and
food before being allowed to disembark. Children go without education on irregular
migration journeys, face isolation and miss their families back home. There have
been many reports of children going missing who are then at risk of sexual and
labour exploitation.

There is a common misconception that unaccompanied minors automatically
receive a residence permit in Europe, but this is not true. Each immigration case
and asylum application in Europe is considered individually.

● Women are particularly vulnerable to human trafficking and other
forms of abuse and exploitation

The irregular migration journey is also particularly dangerous for women and girls.
Many women experience physical abuse, torture, rape, enslavement and other
forms of psychological abuse. Perpetrators include criminal gangs, smugglers,
traffickers, border guards, police and fellow migrants.

Nigerian women are very vulnerable to human trafficking and can be forced to
work in the sex trade in transit countries and in Europe.
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For many women, sexual exploitation continues when they reach their destination
country. Often women are told they will get a job as a nanny or in a hair salon, but
when they arrive they are forced into prostitution.

Traffickers also make use of African traditional religious beliefs (e.g. juju) to control
victims of trafficking. As underlined by various scholars, the use of traditional
oath-taking is a frequently employed control mechanism to bind female migrants
to  their traffickers. Many survivors of sexual exploitation face lasting trauma. Some
also contract sexually transmitted diseases which can have lasting negative effects
on their health.

Human Trafficking
In the Nigerian context, the line between human trafficking and irregular migration
is often blurry. There are many cases of irregular migrants who fall victim to
trafficking schemes while on the journey. Similarly, potential human trafficking
victims aren’t always aware of what human trafficking is and how it will affect them,
thinking of themselves only as potential migrants despite clear signs they are at risk
of trafficking. For this reason, the information in this manual is relevant for potential
irregular migrants and for potential victims of human trafficking.

This section goes into more detail around the specific case of young women who
are at risk of being trafficked from Lagos or Edo. The combination of high
unemployment in Nigeria, the accepted practice of sending women and girls to
work abroad and an abundance of deceptive and opportunistic recruiters makes
exploitation relatively easy as people desperate for work accept opportunities
without full awareness of the possible consequences. Some willingly accept the
possibility of a certain level of hardship in the short term believing it will be worth it
in the long term, without appreciating just how abusive the hardship can be. It is
therefore important to recognise deceptive recruitment practices in order to avoid
becoming a victim.

Debt is one of the main mechanisms of control used by traffickers to trap their
victims. Most victims or their families expect to get into debt with traffickers but
they are often not informed of the scale of the debt nor do they comprehend how
much the money represents (it may be in pounds or euros and they may not
understand the exchange rate). Often the victims do not have advance knowledge
about how long it will take to repay the debt, and they have been given the
impression that  the sum can be easily earned back in a few months. There are
many cases in which even after a debt is paid, the ‘sponsor’ continues to pocket the
victim’s wages.

Spotting signs of human trafficking
Certain recruitment practices can be a sign that something is wrong. The most
common red flag is being asked to pay fees to recruiters and facilitators who
provide transportation and fake documentation to get people to their destination.
Recruiters are known to charge exorbitant fees often with high interest and difficult
terms and conditions.

The offer of a ‘loan’ to the victim to cover the costs of the trip should also be a red
flag. The recruiter or sponsor will say it can be paid back after a few months' work in
Europe. Instead, victims find themselves cheated, never able to pay off the debt or
victims of dishonest recruiters or employers who never pay them their wages.

Other common features of deceptive recruitment practices are exaggerated claims
about the opportunity, for example, an above average salary (when in reality pay for
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domestic work or sex work is quite low), the promise of living in a big house, three
free meals a day, how great or easy the work is and the certainty of a good life
abroad. Another common feature is recruiters or sponsors who gloss over details
and assure the person they don’t need to worry, that everything will be taken care
of for them.

Some recruitment agencies market themselves as travel agencies or immigration
consultants with offers on social media with an e-mail address and out of town
office address (very common). They may even be legally registered as a travel
agency in order to get a certificate of registration from the Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC), but many function as illegal recruitment agencies used to
facilitate human trafficking.

If an offer is accepted from a fraudulent recruiter, the following practices are
common: the request for one’s travel documents for safekeeping, which are then
not returned; travel in groups of four to six other girls or women together with the
recruiter or sponsor; and accommodation and meals arranged by middle men in
another African country while waiting for an opportunity to arise, all while
accumulating debt.

Getting help
Speak to adults you trust

If you’re feeling uncomfortable about your interactions with someone, speak to a
trusted adult about it. If it makes you uncomfortable, that’s a warning sign that
something may be wrong. Don’t stay silent about it.

Speak up if you see the warning signs of deception

When you see the warning signs of deception, speak up. Speak directly to the
person who is at risk, or a trusted adult who can help.

Stay safe online

Our online sphere has grown with technological advances. Some examples of
popular use of online channels are:

● Video streaming on Youtube

● Social networking on Facebook

● Online messaging including Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp

● Chat-enabled gaming

To prevent boys and girls being groomed and lured by traffickers via social media, it
is important that everyone learns to stay safe online.

Here are some basic guidelines for safe online use:

● Never post or share personal photos with people you’ve only known online.

● Never post or share revealing photos with anyone.

● Ignore, report or block people who make you feel uncomfortable in your
interactions online. Harassment can come in the form of repeated teasing
and complimenting, followed by requests to share more photos.

● Never reveal personal information, such as address, phone number, or school
name or location.
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● Use only a screen name and don't share passwords (other than with parents).

● Never accept a friend request from a person you don’t know.

● Never agree to get together in person with anyone met online without
parent approval and supervision.

● Never respond to a threatening email, message, post, or text.

● Always tell a parent or other trusted adult about any communication or
conversation that was scary or hurtful.

For teachers, and elder siblings, here are some ways to help others to stay safe
online:

● Keep an open conversation about what they are discovering online. Discuss
whether these might be safe and how they can protect themselves.

● Discuss the amount of time children are spending on their smartphones.
Come up with other activities you can do jointly, for example, watching tv
together instead of separately on phones.

● Take children seriously if he or she reports an uncomfortable online
exchange.

● Watch for warning signs of a child being targeted by an online predator.
These can include:

○ spending long hours online, especially at night

○ phone calls from people you don't know

○ unsolicited gifts

○ your child suddenly turning off their phone when you walk into the
room

○ withdrawal from social life and reluctance to discuss online activities

For suspected cases of human trafficking, victims should first of all report to their
parents, school authorities or any older person around who will then report to the
nearest poilce station. The police will then refer the case to the National Agency for
the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), which is responsible for the
prevention, suppression and punishment of trafficking in persons, especially
women and children.

NAPTIP toll  free number: 0800CALLNAPTIP/08002255627847 or email:
info@naptip.gov.ng

Life In Europe for Irregular Migrants
Many migrants hope to find freedom in Europe, but if they arrive irregularly they
can be detained and deported. Some try to apply for asylum to get legal status as a
refugee, but this is only offered to people who can prove they are fleeing war or
direct persecution. Without the legal right to work and access services, like
education and healthcare, many irregular migrants end up living in dire situations.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, conditions for migrants in Europe worsened as
many of the NGOs that they rely on for support had to close their doors.

Irregular migrants do not have the legal right to work. As a result, they usually face
one of two possibilities; they end up jobless, or they work illegally and are exploited.
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For asylum seekers, the situation is slightly different. In most European countries,
asylum seekers are housed in a government-run facility. While they await the result
of their asylum application, they are usually not initially allowed to work.
Nevertheless, even if an asylum seeker is eventually given the right to work, it is very
difficult  for them to find a job. The unemployment rate is high in some European
countries, particularly for young people. It is difficult for some Europeans to find
jobs and significantly harder for migrants who are new to the European workforce.
Moreover, qualifications from Nigeria will not necessarily be recognised or accepted
by employers in Europe.

Alternatives to irregular migration for young Nigerians
Instead of risking their lives and savings on a dangerous and expensive journey with
no guarantee of success,  Nigerians could consider safer, legal alternatives,
including:

● Improving their quality of life at home by:
○ Getting a new or better job
○ Setting up a business
○ Becoming more employable by studying or training to develop new

skills
● Migrating safely and legally by:

○ Obtaining a work visa
○ Getting a student visa to travel abroad
○ Migrating within ECOWAS
○ Applying for family reunification
○ Applying for asylum

People sometimes think that irregular migration is the only option, but usually,
there are safer legal alternatives. The following sections outline how potential
migrants can access these opportunities.

Work visas: Many countries offer visas for seasonal work and skilled labour. These
visas allow you to travel safely abroad and to work and live legally.

Student visas and scholarship schemes: If you are accepted into a university
abroad you will usually be able to apply for a student visa. Tuition and living costs
can be expensive, but there are a number of scholarships for the brightest and most
needy students.

Setting up a business: For some people, investing money at home and setting up
their own business can be a smarter investment with bigger and more secure
pay-offs than the dangerous irregular migration journey.

Discover some sources of support for entrepreneurs below:

● https://tonyelumelufoundation.org/programme/
● https://www.boi.ng/
● https://lsetf.ng/
● https://ayeonline.org/
● https://grofin.com/

Getting a new or better job: There are some websites that list job opportunities in
Nigeria. Below are some examples:

Local job websites:

● https://www.jobberman.com/
● https://ngcareers.com/

https://tonyelumelufoundation.org/programme/
https://www.boi.ng/
https://lsetf.ng/
https://ayeonline.org/
https://grofin.com/
https://tonyelumelufoundation.org/programme/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
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● https://www.jobgurus.com.ng/
● https://www.myjobmag.com
● https://ng.indeed.com
● www.naijahotjobs.com
● www.jobzilla.ng
● www.nairacareer.com
● https://joblistnigeria.com/
● https://nasims.gov.ng/
● https://www.hotnigerianjobs.com/

Family reunification: If one of your parents is abroad with a legal status, you could
apply to go join them legally.

Resettlement: If you are registered as a refugee outside Nigeria, you can then be
considered for resettlement to another country through the UN refugee agency
(UNHCR).

Legal migration: Migration remains a goal for many, despite the risks and
difficulties of ‘making it’ abroad. Instead of dangerous irregular migration, there are
also some legal migration options potential migrants can consider.

Regional migration: Nigeria is part of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS). The community’s Free Movement Protocol means that people
can cross borders freely and do not need specified visas to enter another ECOWAS
country for less than 90 days (this includes Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Côte
d'Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo). This makes migration within ECOWAS safer and
cheaper for Nigerians.

Education: There are student visas available for those accepted into a European
university and who can pay the fees. Potential migrants who fulfill these
requirements can apply for a student visa allowing them to study, travel and work
(part-time). Tuition fees can be cheaper than irregular migration.

There may also be scholarships available for financial support. A list of sites to
browse for this is here:

● https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
● https://ptdf.gov.ng/
● https://www.scholarshipair.com/
● https://www.afterschoolafrica.com/
● https://worldscholarshipforum.com/
● https://www.scholars4dev.com/
● https://www.studyin-uk.ng/
● https://opportunitydesk.org/
● https://education.gov.ng/fsb/

Another helpful tool for people exploring their legal migration options is the VFS
Global search tool. By searching an origin country and a destination country, people
can find relevant information about visa requirements.
https://www.vfsglobal.com/en/individuals/index.html

Local alternatives to irregular migration

For many Nigerians who are considering irregular migration, their economic
situation and outlook for the future is a key migration driver.

https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://www.jobberman.com/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://scholarshipsandaid.org/
https://www.vfsglobal.com/en/individuals/index.html


14

There are many opportunities to receive vocational training or attend skills courses.
Below are some companies and centres in Nigeria that offer skills training
programmes:

● https://www.lsetf.ng/
● https://www.itf.gov.ng/programmes.php
● https://www.edoinnovates.com
● https://www.theknowledgeacademy.com/ng/
● https://jobskillstrainers.com/
● http://inspirevocational.com/
● https://mixnbakeng.com/
● http://cvstedu.org/
● https://ladymechanicinitiative.org/
● https://www.rosegabriel.com/
● https://www.lsesp.ng/

There are also a number of websites which offer online training or study
opportunities, which is a particularly safe option in the face of the Covid-19
pandemic. Many courses can be accessed for free:

● https://www.coursera.org/
● https://www.edx.org/
● https://www.futurelearn.com/courses
● https://online-learning.harvard.edu/catalog/free
● https://www.udemy.com/

Some international organisations also provide training options. For example, the
World Bank started up a programme called “Innovation Development and
Effectiveness in the Acquisition of Skills Project for Nigeria” in 2020, that some
potential migrants may qualify for. The German Gesellschaft für 87 internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) also has a number of training opportunities, including for
returnees (https://www.startfinder.de/en/advisory-centre/advisory-centre-nigeria).

Below are some more specific visa programmes that could be of interest to
Nigerians:

● EU Blue Card (European Member states except United Kingdom, Denmark
and Ireland)

● Express Entry (Canada)

● Schengen Visa (Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland.

● EU seasonal work permits (Most European Countries)

● Points-Based Immigration System (United Kingdom)

https://www.lsetf.ng/
https://www.itf.gov.ng/programmes.php
https://www.edoinnovates.com
https://www.theknowledgeacademy.com/ng/
https://jobskillstrainers.com/
http://inspirevocational.com/
https://mixnbakeng.com/
http://cvstedu.org/
https://ladymechanicinitiative.org/
https://www.rosegabriel.com/
https://www.lsesp.ng/
https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.edx.org/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses
https://online-learning.harvard.edu/catalog/free
https://www.udemy.com/
https://www.startfinder.de/en/advisory-centre/advisory-centre-nigeria
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Section 1: Introduction to Irregular Migration and
Human Trafficking
Note for jointly delivered sessions: Before beginning the session, all students should
have completed the pre-session assessment.

Time estimate: 30-45 minutes

Introduction
This section aims to introduce the topic to the students and to help the teacher get
a sense of their existing knowledge.

Warm-up discussion
Begin by explaining that the class will participate in a workshop on the topic of
migration. Ask them a few warm-up questions, such as:

Irregular migration:

● What do you already know about irregular migration?

● Do you know anyone who has migrated irregularly?

● What are some of the risks of irregular migration?

● Is it possible to migrate legally and safely?

● How do you think irregular migration affects our community?

● Would you migrate irregularly?

Human trafficking:

● What do you already know about human trafficking?

● Do you know anyone who has been a victim of human trafficking?

● What are some of the deceptive ways and methods used to traffic humans?

● How do you think human trafficking affects our community?

Remember none of their answers is ‘correct’ or ‘incorrect’  — at this stage, the aim is
just to get them talking and sharing their thoughts. Use this conversation as an
opportunity to introduce them to some of the key information laid out in the
“irregular migration overview” section of this handbook.
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Section 2: Reading the Comic Book
Time estimate: 1 hour

Introduction
This section aims to help students discover and internalise the realities of irregular
migration through the story of two young Nigerian migrants.

Activity
Equipment needed

● Comic book

Instructions
● If possible, the teacher will distribute a copy of the comic book to each

student.
● The class will read through the comic book together out loud. The teacher

may choose to give each student a role to read for the full story, or they may
change the roles on each page, so that everyone has a chance to read.
Involve all the students if possible.
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Section 3: Reflection
Time estimate: 30-45 mins

Note for jointly delivered sessions: After the session, all students should complete
the post-session assessment.

Wind-down discussion
Have a round-up discussion as a class to help the students process the story. Ask
questions like:

● What did you think of the story?

● Did you learn anything about migration vs irregular migration that you didn’t
know before reading the story?

● Would you recommend irregular migration to a friend?

● Did you learn anything about human trafficking that you didn’t know before
reading the story?

● Referring to the story, what are some of the forms of deception used to
traffick humans?

● What could Tomilade and her family do to prevent her from being trafficked?

Use this conversation as an opportunity to introduce your students to some of the
key information laid out in the irregular migration overview and human trafficking
sections of this handbook.

Homework activities
It is important that the students can reflect on the information they have received
together with their families. If possible, they will take a copy of the comic book
home with them.

There are some activities for the students to complete at the back of the book. It is
recommended that the students are asked to complete them at home and that the
class looks over them briefly together afterwards, reflecting on anything they
learned.

Website:

www.themigrantproject.org/yo OR https://www.themigrantproject.org/pidgin

Nigeria Facebook Group:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TMPNigeria/

Nigeria Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/themigrantprojectlagos

https://www.facebook.com/themigrantprojectedo

http://www.themigrantproject.org/yo
https://www.themigrantproject.org/pidgin/form/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TMPNigeria/?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/themigrantprojectlagos
https://www.facebook.com/themigrantprojectedo

